
Rule 4.01: 

I. 

Part 4. 
Rules for Disposition of Family Law Cases 

General Disposition Rules 

Pretrial Conference 

Each Court may establish its own pretrial procedures pursuant to Rule 166, Texas 
Rules of Civil Procedure. A Pretrial Conference may be set on the Court's own 
motion or proper request of a party. If a Pretrial Conference is set, counsel and 
self-represented I itigants will be expected at Pretrial Conference to advise the Court 
which issues will be disputed and the time required for trial. 

Counsel attending the Pretrial Conference shall be the lead attorney or shall be 
familiar with the case and the party's position on the law and facts and authorized 
to make stipulations of fact. Counsel shall not send a non-attorney to a Pretrial 
Conference hearing. Self-represented litigants must attend the Pretrial Conference 
in person. 

When counsel or a self-represented litigant, after notice, fails to appear at Pretrial 
Conference, the Court may: 

a. Advance or delay the trial setting according to the convenience of
persons present;

b. Pass and reset the Pretrial Conference;

c. Decline to set the case for trial or cancel a pending setting;

d. Grant sanctions or other relief;

e. Default or Dismiss for Want of Prosecution if requisite notice is on
Notice of Pretrial Conference.

2. Stipulations

It is the responsibility of each attorney to stipulate to all accurate facts not in
dispute, and to waive formal proof as to any document to be introduced about which
there is no reasonable dispute as to authenticity.

3. Notice

Unless otherwise ordered, all notice provisions and time periods provided by the
Texas Rules of Civil Procedure, Family Code, Government Code, and any other
applicable statute shall be followed. Unless specifically shortened by the Court,
and except when a party's motion makes the allegations contained in and otherwise
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complies with Section 156.006 of the Texas Family Code, a party responding to a 
request for temporary relief contained in an original action shall he entitled to at 
least three (3) days' notice of any court proceeding. With the exception of a court 
proceeding on a request by a party for a temporary injunction enjoining a party from 
the acts identified in section 105.001(a)(3) or (4), no court proceeding for relief, 
temporary or final, shall be conducted prior to the deadline for a party to file an 
answer in any Motion to Modify child support and/or possession of or access to the 
child, unless special circumstances set forth by attached affidavit exist 

4. Compliance with Texas Rules of Civil Procedure 21d

Each notice of a court proceeding must include the information necessary for 
parties, attorneys, witnesses, the court reporter, and jurors, as applicable (the 
"participants") to participate in the court proceeding. That information must 
include, but is not limited to the following: 

a. The location of the court proceeding or instructions for joining
electronically ( and it shall be the responsibility of the attorney for
the moving party to obtain such information from the Court's
coordinator);

b. Each Court may publish its designated contact information on the
Court's website;

c. The following instructions for submitting evidence:

"Each party to this action hereby is notified that evidence 
shall be submitted to the Court in accordance with the Texas 
Rules of Evidence and in accordance with each Court's 
published procedure." 

5. Announcement of Time

Wben requested by the Court, it is the responsibility of each attorney to provide the 
Court with a reasonably accurate estimate of the time required for the Court to hear 
a matter. The Court may impose a reasonable time limitation upon counsel and 
self-represented litigants to present their cases, within the confines of due process. 

6. Medical Support Order

Every final order submitted to the Court for approval that contains provisions for 
child support shall be accompanied by a Medical Support Order and Dental Support 
Order in conformity with the requirements of 154.181 of the Texas Family Code. 

Tarrant County Family Law Local Rules, Page 2 of 16 



7. Income Withholding

Except as ordered by the Court or agreed by the parties, every final order submitted 
to the Court for approval that contains provisions for child support shall be 
accompanied by an order or v:rit for income withholding in accordance with 
Chapter 158 of the Texas Family Code and a completed Tarrant County Child 
Support Office Record of Support Form. 

8. ;'v[otion to Transfer, Consolidate, or for Joint Hearing

a. Every motion to transfer, for consolidation, or for joint hearing of
two or more cases under Rule l 74(a), Texas Rules of Civil
Procedure, shall be filed in the earliest filed case.

b. Each such motion shall have the cause number and style of each
applicable case.

c. If granted, the transferee Tarrant County Family District Court shall
enter an order consolidating all other actions into the earliest filed
case, except in situations where a suit affecting parent-child
relationship is pending and a subsequent divorce is filed, in which
case the transfer or consolidation shall be done pursuant to the Texas
Family Code.

d. This section is subject to Section 262.203 of the Texas Family Code
as it relates to cases that are subject to Chapter 262 of the Texas
Family Code.

e. Pursuant to subchapter D of Chapter 85 of the Texas Family Code,
if an Application for a Protective Order is filed regarding the parties
to a Divorce and/or a child the subject ofa Divorce or Suit Affecting
the Parent-Child Relationship that is currently pending and/or has
been finalized in Tarrant County, the Protective Order proceeding
shall be transferred to the court where the Divorce or Suit Affecting
the Parent-Child relationship is pending, but may continue to be in
a separate cause of action. TRCP 330( e ).

Additionally, ifa Divorce proceeding or Suit Affecting the Parent
Child Relationship is filed after an Application for Protective 
Order is filed, but prior to a rendition of final Protective Order, the 
Protective Order proceeding should be transferred to the Court in 
which the Divorce or Suit Affecting the Parent-Child Relationship 
is pending. 
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All parties and/or attorneys shall have a duty to the Court to advise 
the Court of ANY other currently pending proceeding involving 
any of the parties and/or children who may be the subject of these 
proceedings. 

9. Refiling after Dismissal

If any action is dismissed or nonsuited by any party, and such action is refiled within 
ninety (90) days and assigned to a different court, either party or the Court may 
move to transfer the case to the court in which the first suit was filed within the 
time limits provided by Section 155.204 of the Texas Family Code. Absent good 
cause shown, transfer shall be granted upon notice and hearing. 

I 0. Motion Practice 

a. Parties are directed to use all reasonable means to resolve pretrial
disputes to avoid the necessity of judicial intervention.

b. No attorney or self-represented litigant may seek to have a court
proceeding set unless the moving party shall have certified in such
motion or in a letter substantially the following:

"A conference was held on (date) with (self
represented litigant or name of attorney for 
opposing party) on the merits of this motion. 
A reasonable effort has been made to resolve 
the dispute without the necessity of court 
intervention and the effort failed. Therefore, 
it is presented to the Court for 
determination." 

OR 

"A conference was not held with (name of 
opposing attorney or self-represented 
litigant) on the merits of this motion because 
(explanation of inability to confer)." 

c. An attorney or self-represented litigant who seeks to have a court
proceeding set without the required certificate of conference may be
subject to sanctions by the Court.

d. Court coordinators are responsible for scheduling the dates and
times for court proceedings. The moving party shall make a
reasonable attempt in writing to secure agreed-upon dates for
hearings prior to setting the same. If the opposing counsel or self-
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